
Saint Vivian Church
Independence Day Readings

First Reading (882-8)
Justice will bring about peace.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 32:15-18

In those days:
The spirit from on high
will be poured out on us.

Then will the desert become an orchard
and the orchard be regarded as a forest. 

Right will dwell in the desert
and justice abide in the orchard. 

Justice will bring about peace;
right will produce calm and security. 

My people will live in peaceful country,
in secure dwellings and quiet resting places. 

The word of the Lord.
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Second Reading (883-9)

The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.

A reading from the Letter of James 3:13-18

Beloved:
Who among you is wise and understanding?

Let him show his works by a good life
in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts
do not boast and be false to the truth. 

Wisdom of this kind does not come down from above
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist,
there is disorder and every foul practice. 

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure,
then peaceable, gentle, compliant,
full of mercy and good fruits,
without inconstancy or insincerity. 

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who cultivate peace. 

The word of the Lord.
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Gospel (886-1)

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

+A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12a

When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.

He began to teach them, saying:  

"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart,
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.

Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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